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Pet Policy 
Revised January 17th, 2019 

Statement of General Policy 

Residents who live in public housing developments (family and tower sites) are 
permitted to own pets, subject to the requirements of two different laws. Residents in 
general occupancy developments are now permitted to own pets (see Section 31 of 
the United States Housing Act and 24 CFR 960.701-707). Residents in 
elderly/disabled (mixed population) developments have been permitted to own pets 
for some time (see Section 227 of the Housing and Urban-Rural Recovery Act of 
1983 and 24 CFR 5.300-5.327 and 5.380). This chapter provides guidance on pet 
ownership in public housing.  

Approval 

Residents must have the prior approval of the Nanticoke Housing Authority (NHA) 
and sign the pet policy acknowledgement form before moving a pet into their unit. 
Before any pet is allowed to reside on the authority’s premises an NHA employee 
will visit the tenant’s apartment to view the prospective pet. If the NHA employee 
determines from this visit that the prospective pet does not meet the criteria within 
this policy, the tenant must immediately and permanently remove the pet from the 
tenant’s apartment.  

Pet Fee 

For as long as the pet owner maintains a pet in his or her apartment, the pet owner 
shall pay the NHA a non-refundable fee of $10 per month, payable in advance at the 
same time the apartment rent is due, to cover the reasonable operating costs to the 
development relating to the presence of pets (e.g. the cost of issuing permits, 
conducting periodic visits to check pets and pet living conditions, investigating and 
resolving complaints, removing pets, fumigating the apartment after move-out, and 
increased risk management expenses). 
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Assistance Animals (Reasonable Accommodations) 

Assistance Animals that are needed as a reasonable accommodation for persons with 
disabilities are not considered pets, and thus, are not subject to NHA pet policies 
(including waiving of the $10 pet fee) so long as the Companion Animal Request 
Form and Verification Reasonable Accommodation Form are completed and 
approved by the appropriate parties stated within said forms. To request this form 
please see your property manager.   

Assistance animals are animals that work, provide assistance, or perform tasks for the 
benefit of a person with a disability, or animals that provide emotional support that 
alleviates one or more identified symptoms or effects of a person’s disability. 
Assistance animals—often referred to as ``service animals,’’ ``assistive animals,” 
``support animals,” or ``therapy animals’’—perform many disability-related 
functions. 

Responsibilities of Pet Ownership 

Tenants are encouraged to check with the Authority before purchasing any pet to 
make sure the pet is allowed on the Authority's premises. 

All pet owners shall provide adequate care, nutrition, exercise and medical attention 
for their pets. Pets which appear to be poorly cared for will be reported to the local 
Humane Society. 

Pets must be kept on a leash at all times when outside (no outdoor cages may be 
constructed). Pet owners must clean up after their pets and are responsible for 
disposing of pet waste properly. 

All pets shall be provided food and water inside the pet owner’s apartment; no pet 
food or water may be left outdoors at any time. Pet owners must take adequate 
precautions to prevent or eliminate pet odors within and around their apartments and 
maintain their apartments in a sanitary condition at all times. 
 
Pet owners are responsible for making sure their pets do not enter areas where they 
are not permitted, including neighboring yards, common areas or community rooms. 
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Limitations on Pet Ownership 

The Authority will not permit tenants to own or maintain pets deemed by the 
Authority, by breed, temperament or behavior, to be dangerous, vicious, aggressive 
or intimidating.  

A tenant may own only one type of pet at any one time, limited as follows: 

Dogs 
Maximum number: one (1) 
Maximum adult weight: 30 pounds 
Specific breeds not permitted: Pit Bulls, Rottweilers, and Doberman Pinschers.  
Must be: 

1. At least 6 months old 
2. Completely housebroken 
3. Spayed or neutered (verified by a certificate from a licensed veterinarian) 
4. Properly vaccinated and inoculated, and free from communicable diseases 

and pests (verified by a certificate from a licensed veterinarian) 
5. Licensed by the County Treasurer (verified by a copy of the license) 

 
Cats 
Maximum number: one (1) 
Maximum adult 
weight: 15 
pounds Must be: 

1. At least 6 months old. 
2. Trained to use a litter box. 
3. Spayed or neutered (verified by a certificate from a licensed veterinarian). 
4. Properly vaccinated and inoculated, and free from communicable diseases 

and pests (verified by a certificate from a licensed veterinarian). 
 
Birds 
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Maximum number: two (2) If maximum adult height from head to tip of tail is less 
than eight inches; one (1) if taller.  

Birds must at all times be enclosed in an appropriately-sized cage. 
The pet owner must clean the cage daily, put the waste in a securely sealed plastic 
bag and place the bag in an appropriate garbage container.  
 
Fish 
Maximum aquarium size: 10 gallons 
The fish owner must clean the aquarium as necessary and make sure the water in 
the aquarium is clean and properly oxygenated. 
 
The term "common household pet" means a domesticated animal, such as a dog, 
cat, bird, rodent (including a rabbit), fish or turtle, that is traditionally kept in the 
home for pleasure rather than for commercial purposes. Common household pet 
does not include reptiles (except turtles). If this definition conflicts with any 
applicable State or local laws or regulations defining the pets that may be owned or 
kept in dwelling accommodations, the State or local laws or regulations must be 
applied. (HUD HANDBOOK 4350.1 REV-1 CHAPTER 32) 
 
Stray or Visiting Animals 
Tenants are prohibited from feeding or harboring stray animals. Pets which are not 
owned by a tenant will not be allowed on the Authority’s premises.  
 
Emergencies 
The Authority will take all necessary steps to ensure that pets that cause bodily 
injury to, or exhibit dangerous, vicious, aggressive or intimidation behavior toward 
any tenant, guest, NHA employee or other authorized person on the premises, are 
immediately removed from the Authority’s premises by any State of Local entity 
authorized to perform such removal.  
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Enforcement and Penalties 
If the Authority has reason to believe, based upon events witnessed by NHA 
employees or based upon complaints received, that a pet owner has violated this 
pet policy, the Authority will issue a written notice to the pet owner requiring the 
pet owner to correct the violation within three days of the effective date of such 
notice. If the pet owner fails to correct the violation within the time allotted, the 
Authority will issue a written notice to the pet owner requiring the pet owner to 
permanently remove the pet from the Authority’s premises within three days of the 
effective date of such notice. If the pet owner fails to permanently remove the pet 
within the time allotted, the Authority will move to terminate the pet owner’s lease.   
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Attachment 1: 
 

PET POLICY – Acknowledgement Form 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 
I hereby acknowledge that I have read and understood the foregoing concerning my 
responsibilities as a participant in HUD-assisted public housing administered by the 
Housing Authority of the City of Nanticoke.  I hereby agree to comply with the Pet 
Policy and will assure that my household members, guests, and any other persons 
under my control also comply.   I further understand that if I repeatedly violate the Pet 
Policy, my Lease Agreement may be terminated and I may be evicted. 
 
 
________________________    ___________________________    _______________ 
Printed Name of Participant          Participant Signature                 Date 
 
 
_________________________    ___________________________    _______________ 
Printed Name of Manager (Witness)                       Manager Signature    Date 
 


